The following eight cases illustrate some of the many intralaryngeal diseases which can be treated more directly, more safely, and more successfully by the operation about to be described than by any other means.
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The operative procedure adopted is usually referred to as thyrotomy. In each case, however, not only was the thyroid cartilage divided, but the cricoid cartilage and the crico-thyroid membrane were similarly dealt with, the interior of the larynx being thereby fully exposed to view. Laryngotomy, in the fullest sense of the word, is the term which would be most applicable to this operation ; but, peculiarly, this latter term is by authorities limited to incision of the crico-thyroid membrane; and so, to prevent confusion, I have entitled them as cases of thyrotomy or crico-thyrotomy. As publication of the full notes of these cases would both weary the reader and occupy too much space, I have arranged the main points in each case in tabular form, that these particulars may be more readily and clearly followed and compared. There is much less difficulty in exposing and exploring the interior of the larynx in children than in adults, in great measure on account of the elasticity of the various cartilages in the former.
